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[Topic] The 2025 School Ambassador International Exchange Program - The Visit to
Canberra Parliament House and Taipei Economic and Cultural Office

[Date] July 2nd, 2025 10:40 a.m. ~ 02:40 p.m.

[Location] Canberra Parliament House, Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Australia

[News report]

This July, the 13th Taipei First Girls” High School’s Student Ambassador (TFGSA) embarked
on a six-day trip to Australia, with schedules including international exchange programs and
city explorations. On July 2nd, the student ambassadors headed to the country’s capital city,

Canberra, for a visit to the Parliament House and the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office

(TECO) in Australia.

While visiting the former, the Electorate Officers for David Smith, a Member of Parliament
(MP), gave the ambassadors an elaborate tour of the building’s structure and design, including
introductions to each working place and some other spectacular features. Moreover, some of
the layouts inherited the traditions back in the colonial period, and the colors of the carpets
are one of those. This was used to distinguish and demonstrate different personnel working
there. For instance, the areas with the green carpet are the House of Representatives and the

office of its members.

The officers also mentioned the significance of the Anzac Parade, located right across the
entrance of the Parliament House. It serves as a reminder to MPs of the sacrifices and
dedication of those who fought for their rights, renewing their resolve to continue striving for
freedom and democracy. The architecture of the Parliament House truly evokes vivid imagery
with its spectacular and astonishing designs. Additionally, through the officers' detailed tour
and explanation, the ambassadors are believed to have gained a deeper understanding of
Australia's Parliamentary system, as well as reflecting on the critical impact politics have on a

country’s prospects and development.

Later, the ambassadors set off to the TECO for a meal gathering with Taiwan's Ambassador to
Australia, Douglas Yu-Tien Hsu, and other members of the office. As a sincere expression of
appreciation for Ambassador Douglas’ support and assistance in the International Exchange

Program, the program’s leader presented a trophy to the Ambassador representing TFG.
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While having the meal, the ambassadors asked the representative some questions about
diplomatic affairs. He mentioned that the field involves more than just handling simple tasks;
instead, their duty includes responsibilities in multiple roles. For example, when citizens
residing in the nation get in an accident, diplomats should immediately help introduce
emergency aid and assist with later arrangements. Also, while encountering stress and
difficulties as a diplomat, it is important not to limit oneself to the imaginary trap. As an

alternative, one should constantly have faith in oneself and try to solve the problem.

Last but not least, Ambassador Douglas and other officers encouraged the ambassadors by
sharing that the diplomatic field is where one could learn nonstop and keep on improving
while fighting for the nation’s interests. Whether considering entering the field in the future or
not, it’s believed that all ambassadors have delved deeper into Australia and Taiwan’s political

affairs through the visits.
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